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PREFACE

This manuscript 1s the product of a serilies of tape-
recorded interviews conducted for the Oral History of Iran
Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Mahnaz Afkhami
with Amir Aslan Afshar in Nice, in September 1988.

Readers of this Oral History memoilr should bear in mind
that 1t is a transcriptof the spoken word, and that the iInter-
viewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the informal,
conversational style that is inherent in such historical
sources, Foundation for Iranain Studies 1s not responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memodr, nor for the views
expressed therein,

The manuscyipt may be read, quoted from and cited only
by serious research scholars accredited for purposes of research
by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir
must be read in such place as 1s made avallable for purposes
of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction
of the memolr either in whole or 1in part may be made by micro-
photo, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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AMIR ASLAN AFSHAR

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

B8orn in 1922 in Tehran, Mr. Afshar completed his secon-
dary and college education in Berlin and later received his
doctorate in political scienmce from the university of Vienna.
In 1948 he began his governmental career by joining the Irani-
an Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Following a number of diploma-
tic tours of duty in the Netherlands, Indonesia, and the United
States, he was elected deputy to 19th and 20th sessions of

the Iranian Majles.

From 1967 to 1977 he served, repectively, as the Iranian
ambassador to Austria. U.S.A., Mexico, and the Federal Republic
of Germany. He also served, from 1968 to 1969 as the Chalrman
of the Board of the International Atomic Agencey in Vienna.

Mr. Afshar's last governmental post was the Grand Master
of Ceremonies to the court of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi in
the period immediately prior to 1979 revolution. It was
during this period that he was in fairly constant touch with
the Shah and could therefor observe, at first hand, the events
leading to the departure of the Shah from ITran and the unfol-

ding of the Islamic revolution.
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